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CHAPTER ELEVEN

' SOCIAL JUSTICE IN [BIBIO MORTUARY RITES
Dr. IN.O. Modo and P.A. Essoh

The lﬁlb:o people are one of the ethnic groups that live in the South
Eascern flank of Nigeria.. They constitute the most dominant Factor in th
present Akwe fbom Stare. ’

Ini terms of linguisiic classification. the Ibibio are classified under the
Beriwe-Congo sub-group of the Niger-Congo family of languages. The
most authentic tradition of migrarion of the lbibio is with reference 1o
the Uruan Invang Awckpo people said to kave migrated from Usak Edet

~——in the Camercuns-Preserthy. the Ibibio éonstitite ope of the five major
- ethnic groups in Nigeria and the population is estimared ro be 1. 328.330
people (1991 census). Tke Ioibio live in village ciusters made up rormally
of lineages ard these lineages live in corrpoands of exxendzd families.

'Our attempt has been to analyse. using the tools at our disposal. one
of the most imporiant social rites every living l&ibio must undergo when
he dies irrespective of class . or creed. While ke is alive and active. every
Ibibio strives 10 attain the greatest horour of acquiring fitles. The ‘ideal
man'is a Chigf, who belongs to difjerent cults. The ideal man is also one
who lives long enaugh to see kis descendants to the third generation.

Burial rites. in lbibio culture. is regarded as an occasion 1o honour
the ‘ideal mar' where he. wozda’ be proper!v situated in the land of the
dead and wish this ‘ideal man’ 16 come back as the same achieviny:
person when re-incarniated. The Ibibio are :mpanenr with those who fal!
skort of their m’ea! man' corcept.

Fhe mortrary rites therzfore can anlv be understood if the symialy
thai give meanings of the social actions are clzar. Our main thesis is
that the Ibibio mortvary rites are based on the idec of social jusiice aned
eg:mrv Each dead is revarded for being an example of whal is des irahle
or denied certzin honours i1 order to prevent a repeal of the d:.-.plm'vd

[r e patters: in Ais re-incarnation.



~the xdm] man’ “herehﬂ would be properly situated in the land of the dead

Introduction : o
Asa people, the Tbibio are one of the ethnic groups lwmo in the South- |  (known in the Ibibio dizlect as Qbio Ekpo) and wishing this eal s man'to’
Eastera flank of Nigeriz. They constitute the most dominant ethnic group | come back as the same achicving person when redncamated.
in the present Akwa Ibom Staie. The Ibibio ethnic group falls \‘.'lf.-"!.d‘l The Ibibio are 'mpa tient with those who fell short of their ‘ideal man’
- latitude 7925" and 5°3¢° North “and longitude 7°30' znd 8> 3¢ East. It is -  concept. Such are treated shabily znd with disdzin in the hope that they
* boiited b» Arochukwz and: Negwa Igbo 10 the North- West where Obot « will be better when re-mcanated for, the Ibibio b-e&ef n rc-mcamatxon is -
Nme and Ikpe Ikot Nkoi people in the preséat Iai Local Goversiment Pty ioesi incantrovertible as 2mong the Jews in life 2fier death. - _
o<cupy; Ekoi to the direct North in the present Calabar Senatosial Disirict " - 7 The momuary rtes can only be undersiood if the symbols tbz.t ghve
of Cross River State, Tjaw 1o the West 2nd South West where the Anl!oms _meznings to the social actions ar2 chear. Temer (1959) Rosman and Rubel
of Eastern Obolo in the present Ikot Abasi Local Government Area; to the (1989) assert that anzlysis of symbols deals with the meaning of things in
East is a common mountaineous border with Westem Ca.;-a-"o:en--a:d o a culiure - the meanings of words, the meanings of ac’uons :‘_f;d the manings
the South is bounded by 1he Bight of Bonny. i @ .. of objects. -
Bcnﬂt::r:ns gf' :x:ltg,usrt;c cl‘.s:xsnﬁau:n the Ibibio are classified under the ' i} Obje€ s : "
op of the Niger- 2 w :
(lhek“uzu g1983) :lg;h-.’, :rlt,ost auvt ..!'h’rné l:.;dﬁg!nng fx::ri:zoi t;)fl' I}‘:: ‘;ba:; e _The centra] theme ihzt,nmS mrm.zh the pa;\c- is the 4:hc Toitio rmrsuan'”""‘
____is Witk reference o the EiruanTagarg AGKpO people - 2 sub-grou o‘l t}i — fites are based on the ideal of social jus‘xc. and equify. Each dead is
Ibibio though with their distinctive cultural features - who are sai dF: H ;m‘f“ rewarded for being an example of what is desirable or denied ceriain
migrated from Usak Eder in the Camerouns, Presently. the Ibibi (; ::O'Istﬁh - honours in ordet o prevent 2 Tepeat of the displaved life pattern in hisre-
one of the five major ethnic groups in Nigeria whose po pu.anon sl * incarnation, It 3 is further believed that in the culnure of the Ibibio thet the .. -
to be 1,328 330 people (1991 Ceasus). The Ibibio pe.ook T voice of the people is also the voice of the coliective dead ancestors. L
of extanded families. A villa age has several of these extended pf:.nxh) ' It will be explained later how the honour done to the dead (Nme
Compounds,. Anmropofoezc:ﬂh 2 number of relamd vﬁ!ages (Oduk) make - " Mbukpo) is accepied i the land of the dead or world beyond (Obio Ekpo)
. up the Clan (Essien). The Ibibio social functions. take piace under the - and this helps tosxma!zm..d:ad propcrh in Ob-e F‘mo (thc wcrld bcvond |
ausplces of the clan Stnicture Which is regarded 2s the larvest groupmg or land of the dead).”
" Our attempt here is to try to anzlyse, using the tools 2¢ our dis DOSu.-f ; Bc:sxdc the; above; mc cbjcctwes of thzs paper zrc mamh to
one of the most important pre-cokonial social rites every living Ibibio must : (i) - describe the Ibibio mortuzry rites - :
“undergo when he or she diss, tm.sper.mu of class or creed. While he is ‘ ' (ii) . e*:plam the social justice in e nies and
. alive and functxonall\ active, eveny Ibibio strives to atain thc.-c reatest - - (iﬁ) tiermpt 2n €Xp tznation of the s ot il ntes £
honour of acquiring titles. The “ideal man® is a Chicf, who belongs "m .. soczal justice, social n.ncnomzndsocxal order.
different euls like Ekpe (Urvan Boku. Oku Tboku. Tru turban). Ekpo (O - The chapter s the outcome of interviews conducted by the authors
Uyvo. Offor Uso. Ibesikpo, Tkono, Nsit, Iman. Ubium, fam, Olzn Ek;L T s with four research assistants i four local gremment areas of Akwa
Ekct Awa, Oniong, Tbiono, Mkpat Enin, Ikot Abasi, etc.), Ekpong (Ibi i Ibom State. The [bibio people are believed tohave a common culture with
all of Doibio). The ‘Ideal man' is 2150 one who lives long enough & "3?‘0 " lizzle variations here and theve throughout Ibibio lend. In_this study, we
descendants to the third geaeration. ves 1ong EROUITLI0 see IS desided 1o choose four out of 14 Tbibio speaking local g,o»emment arcas
' " of Akawa Ibom State. As faras possible, we selected four local government

]
n the Ibibio culture, burial rite is regarded as an occasizn to honour
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areas that are far enaugh from each other in order to aliow robm for litcle
‘variations in culture to be seen or feli. In cach local governmien: ares.
m:mnmr? )of two T:;glaees were involved. They are as follows:-
i] n2-Obong 2rd kot Ukap ye Jtreto Nsit Nsi
v _,.L.G.A. it in Nsit Ubium
(xi) - Tkot Odiong aiid Tdung Udofa in Eket LG A, -
(i) Oku Iboku and kot Avan IzminInL.G.A.

(i) - Afeba Okv, Atan Offor and Afah Etok Poespo in- Uvo

LGA.

The research assistants we, '
5 re instructed spe:rﬁcalk to go to village
eads and members of the Village council for information. Others

interviewed included Church Leaders who are bel
ieved 10 hold contrary
:qews about the dead and the Youth Leaders in each Village who mav be’
Jinfluenced by other-methods -of -disposing of Their 'dead"The study was
mcamcdmmt:u; bm\-e;n _:_xtxhua and Deccmber. 1995, About t2n persons-were
ved in each of the n ne villa, e
o smd‘ ine vi gﬁ in the foz:;r local govemmm.‘ areas -

4 THE IBIBIOMORT(HRF RIT ES
- slinong most Southern \tgenm tribes, the proper carrvin,
;out of the burial ceremonies is the most important duty :: .

life, Unless a person is buried with the dug ceremonies. it is . T
’ thought thar ke will be uncble 1o go 10 ‘heaven’ and mﬂ
&'!ereﬁre ma‘ér a&out desolarz (Talbot, 1926: 469—-!70)

'Jhc ﬁmemi nmal is the most potcnt S\mbof of the actual life pam,m

cxpﬂcwﬁ of the Ibibio. There i$ an abrupt break in social rclationship -

;‘nﬁf somcone dics. The dead is ho“.cver raiost ofien belm"ed to have gonc
e Jjoumey: The mortuary rités are pcrfomv.ed in order o facilitarc his -
mooth arrival at his destination (Obio Ekpo) and 10 pave a way, for his

retueT (re
fi {reincamation) into this world. The rites facther serve the functions -

‘ :g:;d::l‘n;, the society to enable the living replace the departed in those
g e el:lmss that must be carried oui 2s on genz nrocess i e
Thibio beﬁu.\‘ ince Yife and living are seen 2§ on-goimy process. the
it iy s«. in a transcendentz! link between the dead and the living.
cen as @ cvele of endiess chain of activities in bath worlds -
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world of the living and of the dead.
“This belief is typified in the table below:

Tﬂblf ];:,S{dws Changgfrap‘x }be I‘.“":"g t-o .‘he’deqd.:‘::‘

" The Living ~ |TheDead ' Status of 'the Dead
). Chiefs .  |Chicfs . Spirits - ‘
-2, Chiefs wife Chief's wife - ’

3. Ordinary (frcc-bon) The dead yvouths, (dcath -
citizens . throughprcgmnc\, bad )} L. A
L distaszs, etc) o Ghosts
—4 -Stranger clements —| Senants ™ - —Spifs
5. Shaves - i R
Sonrce: Pucr! togerker aﬁcf I:m.—nﬂxm
The Decth of a Clnef

In Ibibio land, the central goa! of every mdmduzl is 10 hve 2 mspu:ted
life, atzain the highest chiefizincy level :md dic at a very old age, leaving -
_ behind sons and daugh:ers of repute in at least ©wo generations. . Thercarg -
" however different kinds and categom of -chiefs. We have the family

chief, who becomes family head by virue of the pnnap!e of primogeniture; ol

wchawalsothe\hlla.gechaef,m obworq_g‘_ggl .gead,commgashc-

o v 5

. does from 2 ruling Family 2nd through eecmﬂmsuso allﬁxeﬁmn!}-__j’
“heads and village council. We also have'the Clan Chief who is designated -

in govermmennal parlance as the Group Hmd or Clan head, who himselfas -
a Village head, becomes the choice of other Village Heads that make up .
 the Clah Bosides, thereare Chicfs of, Culks suchas Ekpo {Obong Elcpe) -

. thav is the amsqueradu chiefiain; Ekpe (Exsbom or Obong Ekpe), etc. The "
fa:ml\ chief, village cki tiaf and clan chief must of m.:;csst-a ard raquuremcnts i
" of his office be an initizz. . ~fall avmlable cult groups in his cultural world.
With reference to the Ieib.o Iand, the chiefwith the nighast traditional mie

is the Oku Ibom - who is the most revered just like the Obong of Calabar.
The last of the Oku Ibom of Ibibio land was His Roval Higlincss Thompsor ™
Akpabio and the last "Faramount Ruler of what was Fker L.G.A. now
Uguo Theno, Eket 2nd Onna with Onna being astu..lly wheee he hailed. It

SR
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is only proper and just that such a Chief who has accomplished 2l earthly
respoasibilities should be accorded dignified transition rite so 4s to facilitate

and enbance the 2ssumption of his rightful position in the land of the dead -

+{Obiombukpo/obio ekpo). ¥ s

- 9!1 the deiith of the Chiéf, all efforts were snadia by his.iﬁatfaﬁ"hcm- -
 ofkin and close associates 10 ger hir buried within three days. Since the
?;mb ah_' L "‘g“ mhnofeg} was redimantary, the body was guam;tmd for just T
about three days. Lemon grass was pounded and rubbed round the body

;i:"i ! t bad bm sprayed mﬂ‘ thg loczl gin - “Khaikhai. Some others did
ool ;;;n) about embalmxng t&e body. They used cotion woo! to block the
0strils, the mouth and the ears in order to prevent unpleasant odeur from

©0Zng out. 1emon. grass was constantly burmed on fire in the room where *

e

was rubbed with calmwood and other t
vegetable dye. He was then clad in his best
in wovyen palm fronds or raffia palms an

wias heavily congested with his piiavirel a5
Jesser chizfs would emerge
simple reason that the dead chief had been given his dve regard.

. “fhe Official or Open Burial

traditionally buried. The
immediate and exiended
—preparation was WEeSsAT S

ARer the Chief had been given a cold bath, to allow him full rest, be

wears, and tied up in 2 mat or,
‘ d lowered ito 2 deep grave that
with smiling faces afier this busial ‘for the-

The dzath of the Chief was announced days afier he had besn
announcement was to come only, after the
familv members had preparced properly. This

sr¢-SiAcE G5 5 8FeAt chiel, hie Fad belonged o

m_ﬁmdﬁtﬁd in erder 10 -prevent-flies “from COIRIAg Iio the

reom.

.. The information given to people coaceming the Chief was either that

he went on a far distant joumney or that he was indisposed arid would not

Want [0 entertain visitors; or that it was necessary to allow a fres atmosphere

fm ?f? Chic:i's 'br{rial. 'ihcre was also the need B0 prevent evil people from
m_ Ing the site for the burial which was either in the Chief's bedroom or

- ple, it was believed that wicked men ‘could perform
certain fites on the gravé to prevent him from se-incamating and coming

back e again 10'the development of ks place =5 he had dokie in

w;m to visit the grave, take some sand there to prepare some medicine
which would make them as powerful as the chief. They could cven attempt

to exhume the body for ritual purposes. |

e Additionally, by distracting the ateation of the ot T by -
eath, cerain rites that ought not be denied him by virtue of his position. .

could be better performed. For instance, he needed assistants in the land of

" the dead (obio ekpofobio mbukpo). Hence, all lonely paths had to be

f:bmbad_in order to trap unsuspecting stranger clements who would buried

ak_’ﬂg with the chicf as personal assistants. About two of his acsive slaves

\uci?‘ld z!‘so.'go with him" to serve him in obio ekpo. In addit ion. the mast

z;ﬁeo{: .ha‘s wives would be prepared 1o accompany' hin since he was to
me bis full status at obio chpo (sce Table abowe).

164

i L B R i AL A P YA,

.. obligation to eaterzain s
case of Olas Ibom, he beloaged,

i was announced, wailing and weeping ¢l
- ~servants and slaves would naturally weep aloud.

. his depared facher. Hi§ howsver was ofie, ossi

chicf would pay homage.

different socisties and cults while alive. Each cult
vhile the family had the

and respect to their departed leader with gifis v :
- uch cult members. Such burial rites lasted between

4-6 weeks depending on the n
ing rented the air. Relarives, wives,

The Chief Movirner (Akpan Ufok Ikpo) I
| ‘ \kpan) of the’ deceased a$ the beitral figite in Such
focused on him and all responsibiiices
ecasuring the level of success of -
sied by close lincage memebrs

++ The first son’(Akpan
mortuary rites. Alf attention was,
Felt on him. He became the vardstick form
« his junior sitiings and culi members who wers anxious to sct to the
success of ihe rites of passage accord
deceased father had belonged while alive to the effect of the death of his
farher. Swsh informaticn or message was usually accompanied with some
g“s such as goas, khaikhai, vams, palm wine for consumption by such
groups before their decision as (o iheif fole during the final transition rites.
The death of the Chis The children, fed

£ was an occasicn for great jox. ’
by the senior o cuzm Chief Moumer, were always well dressed. Cooking
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umber of associations he belonged. In ihe
of necessity, to all. Soon afier the death -

ed the chief. All information =od
Siates to 21l groups. that his



" @ Suceessful burial of his father.

_—

was centrally donic o serve all and sanry throughout the period of the
cekbranen’, A giant-sized pot (‘abang isong)) of palm wine was centrally
placed and constantly topped for the entercainment of visitors, The first
son or ?hicf Moumer was held ::?posas"fib!e and mumable for all
€ercmonies connected with the proper burizi rites of the Chief, The
fﬂ&mziﬁa.fwm@ performances by culteral roupes such as Ekpf), Ovec
Atat looim, Akpe Akpa Ekpo, Ebre dancers, amongst others. Firing of

dzne guns was done ar intervals and, mose especially, in the evenings

when it would scund and inform the people for and near, of the rhovement

of the great Chief 1o the fand of the dead (obio mbukporobio ¢kpo) where

ﬁ“ W35 te b well reecived. For such a Chief, death was 2 pérmansnt
f;mﬂ w the land of the dea:.*m tah his fimsl place of honeur for 2ll his
ﬁi;z;ifmm; on aa::h He would later reweamazc into'the world again -
uS Umw, 1o encourage others and to reibve kis former glorious life. Some
Zhe Firse Daughter {Adiaka Ufok Ikpo) - : ‘
 Another key clement ‘or figure in the monuary” rites was the fiest
daughter, She sat in the general mouming room throughout the funcral

. period with other womea who co-mourncd the Chicf. She had her batt

. m Eh s s o ‘ . - R } -
¥ &arly every moming and very late evesy, night throughout the duration

:j‘ &§* mf:unng’pwad. She.was decorated with white clay (WNdom') and
=l ciay (lduot’) all over her body and fest, respectively. She received

o imgmn people; received visitors and seplied; to enquirics. She never
» oo SUd away from the house, and before moving even to the Rext room.

e |

| aa!ﬁﬁ ber wrzpper on the mat as an indication that she was very much
w:s &“:I“- She used dry fish tom into’ pieces and soaked in oil fo enterain "
ors. Early every morning, as 2 mouring rit¢, she and other women .

would evy in commemorntion of the dead and extolled his sterling quatiies
tll the eve of the burial proper and during the fifiel ritc of passage and

The ove of the final rite of passage and commital to mother carth ,uﬁs

alw.: ‘4 S g i o ,
bu*iaai's Set aside as the Vigil Night - which is 2 very imporiant event'in-
4as arrangements in Ibibioland. Relatives and sympathisers, cult groups.

- same spirits and ghosts joined
_merket. Marker was. therefore. the ideal place 1o announce the

cults could confer Chicfiainey -titk on the first 50t 6t Chief Mourner after .

" ecnire. The Ekong cult's prac

ete, etc; keptavigil, singing traditional songs and recounting the achioyemunts
of the deceased. At this occasion. many are anracted 1o the scane ospecially
voung men znd women in the hope that 2 union besween Opposlie sevcs
would result or facilitate the deceased's rebirth. | "

: Folding of $fourning House-:

 The most sigeificant event to mark the mortuary rites was the visitto
the market, Market houses the living and the dead. It was believed tha:
Buman beings in buving and selling ar the
~ ond of Be

burial, The spirits around would also camy the information that would
facilitate teh final placement of the Chief in Obio Ekpo. The Chacf Mourmes
led the group to the marker in procession of dancers and doummers, The
first daughter swith “ndom™rubbed-over-her-body— would carrv§ banHes
basin containing = red cock. a goot vabk oI which she prepared for
consumption in the marker. The appearance in the market. for the &ad
chief, was a dzclaration to the living and the dead that the chict had b
duly honoured. The return journey from the market was marksd with grest
rcjoicing, Gun shoes were fired. rumpets blown while all danced. C
=" Ay the end. plasitain sicm. shaped and decorated. represcnzing the dead

chief, was buzicd fnsidc 2 coffi in froat of the house. The head of the
geat, cock, etc. easlier slnghsered in the markid nere dopasited on the,
grave as a sign of fulfilliig ali rizés of passage {n tospoct of the depared
chief, to give rooni for any positive step towaids replacement. - o

* Fhe Cult Hut Nwomio) - - -

Every chief of the highest grade Ol Tbom” was expecred 10 belong 1o
2l cult groups as earlitr athuded to by virtue of his position. Origmnaily.,
the graveyard of "Ofu Ibory” in Toibiotand is regarded very highly. Sucha

C grave is nuirked and nd identified with whire cloth sceurely pegged over the

lice of Nwono’ was 3 speeial hat eroci
isear the Chicfs grave. Nwosmio was 3 hut 1o accommodite the apirit of the
dead man, The house comained the &ccased’s favourite belongings such
as drinking calabash {ukpok). climbing ropes {Ikpo). tools. Ehony cult’s
mwomo’ s triamentzrly shaged. Nwomo is a special hut that sansfics the
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)‘ﬁmmg of the dead to visit his people, Asa mortzl being he lived in the
physical house but 25 2 spirit, the old house was oo longer suitable. He

needed this "nwomo’ where his spirit was specifically prepared for - both

throigh prayers and incantations, It needs however be stréssed further that

every action, word or object used 50 Br had ks svmbehc meaning and -

relevance in the Ibibm morwary ntES

_?7& Mortuary thes of Cult Chiefs . .

7 Cele members had their peculiar way of burying t&mr dead merabess. 'lF
for Q’Qmpit, he wss 2 member of the Wamor “ult (Ada Ubocag), he

would not be embalmed and his death was equally unannounced. He was

. busied in the nigh, 2 few hours afier his death, after 2 series of sacrificss
; Wl“dmg ﬂte s!auzhtenng of g@ats, red cock, dog, tortoise. The rituals

table resting -plate ~The 2bility 16~ ascertain or r believe that the soul
was resting created confidence among cult members.

The Ekong cult members had also their peculiar and unique syinbolic

" m for acceptability of members by their dead counterparts. The corpse

was vsually installed on 2 chair in 2 room whose roof had been partially

cut away, ‘A goat was slaughtered and placed under the legs 25 footstool

- while 2 pong (ekere) was affixed to his left hand, Round the right wrist, 2

‘ long strip of white rope was tied. This was fixed to the roof beam and 2ko
°, 10 the thigh of 2 life cock. Wheaever the cock moved, the. ‘ekere’ strack
_ and it appeared as if the dead man washmng the gang. On heoring the
+ sound, people rejoiced. The ‘meaning was that the chicf had ¢ntcred

- successfully into the spirit's world and had assurzed his rightfel ‘pasition
as a chief. Again, in the grave, Ekong members lay fiat back while their
 right arms were raised or streiched up at right 2ngles 1o the body. The

meaning of the action 3vas that the hand pointed the vy back 1o Efe. It
made resincarnation and thc spinit’s visit at the nwomo’ very easy.

Social Justice :
All these anxieties being e.\p ressed th mugh the burial rites only réinforce

the belief that i: was only proper, just and good, that a man who had made
Enpuis ints Jife should on his death be well situated in the land of the dimd
&5 2 eward,

110

pouring of Ebation by ustng khaikhai to invoke his soulzo.a . ..

This theme is better understood as we go through the burial rites of -
other compeers who were regarded 2s having contributed very lirtle o
niothing to the dcv:iapmm of the soclety; R must be stated from the onset
that life’s achievements, the age a1 death. place and marnsigfeof dm
detérmined whether & person had been a bk-ssmg o humamn' and swuld it

* erefore be buried propesly in order to alow him, his proper place at pb:m '
elro and a chance to reincamase 2s his usual self. The manner of death:
could show that one was 2 curse © humanity. It was therefore assumsd
that the gods and ancestors had rejecied the person. It was osly part of
Jjustice thar. such a dead body be repediated and mjes.ced through the
manner of its disposal. This was also 3 waming 10 him. to choos2 3 proper

and normal way of re-incamating and conforming with the gpals of the .

sociery in his_subsequens_coming~A-few vof—:hcsc‘ewﬂes dzsmssed

" “under bad death are mocessary 0 sustain ﬁusargﬂmmc. S

Bad Deaths ' ‘ : .
ihe first of the bad ée::tk: considersd hese is that caus::d lw rht :ﬁ@l -

‘mbiam’, "Mbiam'.is an idol vfhese a@p&rme is in hmnd fam and at -
times muddy in nature, It could afflict sormtos & if i it is direcied by.an -
enzry. [t was ‘believed also that an ‘nnocent méinéual who was ai‘er the

'pmgress of zll, might not be inflicred with o deadly dis¢ase fike 'm

1o mafter how hated by, others, Tts diszase; mmf‘&sféd through the swaﬂmzs _'
of the body especially’ ~the stomach, It was 2 disgraceful death. The people’ -
believed that anvbody infliceed with the 'mbt...m dzsase was guilny of on¢

crime or the other against the land.
Speciaf rituals were therefore performed. o clcan up the }ane! m

body was punished in the process in order to appease the idol and to stay a

'b-*ck its hands from relaiives and the re-incamation of the «cultprit. Th:.
~ dead body was ' dissected into parts and buried during’ the pight in a
. boundary bcinﬂzﬂ nwo jaacsions. This wasa way of disowning the corpse

because the body could not claim to belong to any of the nwo pathnavs. - f
Another option was 1o bury the body in the evil forest. Such a forest “as"f .'

- meant for the burial of the rejected and ~bmumfzx’«. Such mai.mm» WERS

Pt t\h!&:mﬁ b& the dead.

nicant to wam the living (o rosist the wavs of 1
th:'i the anger

The relatives of thy d&,aa man were forbidden 1o ory i ordes
of "mbiam’ might npt deseend out oy The sy fng posss
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S . "physical trace of the grave. In most instances,
‘The gods reject him affected the husband of the woman. His hzirs would begin to f21 off day
e B TRaTaRe . afier day until his head became bald. If the womzn did not confessto the - |
R, The evil forest is forced to accept Kim- husband, and the husband confessed to the 1ind on bebalf of bis wife, he
Indesd people who performed this burial have to rityzlly wash their bands righe die iz ominiously znd the ckpo cult would Eocide on what to do -
off the evil or the'calamity before coming out of the busk. .. wih his Body. The fofce with Wwhich punishmest was aneted out on the =
" Another bad death was that through child birth. The beficf was thai the  dont bodv Of the cubprits by’ the community was 2 significant eaough
* wonma who died during child birh must have been evil. Either she was warming to the body and its spirit never to sei  mate vith the destructive
unfaithful to the hushand or was so rewarded by the gods of the land for sivit igt had before. These accidental deaths dnd death: resuilting from -
her evll ways, -'witcheraft, wickeduess of different forms. Such 2 woman heinous Sins were inicmical to the welfare of the comemunity. Some ‘of the
was operated upon and the child brought out and buried while the woman dead must be stopped from re-incamating while others were purged of
herself was tied 10 @ tree with pointed objects - piercing her body. their evil plans before being allowed to re-incamare. i
Incentations were prohounced on her m order o prevent her from re- ' e
incamating - for the' commuity would not want 2 repeax of that event Death of the Aged S
sglnia furuee. - S o eThce thise k5 disd aborminable death, the deach of the aged - man

. .Death through drowning was also aboiiable.” Sich dsad bodles 00k ¢ wwoman - was an occasion for joy. The aged were the favousiess of the |
: about three days to reemernge 10 the surface. Some 50_%00‘3550‘?5 were " ancestors and were closer fo them than any other group. Many of those
made and incantations Said, afier which the grave was dug &n the ks * aged had a slight idea of whea their deaths would be, They will therefore
the river. The corpse was n:zmaaﬁybunedmlﬁmutacofﬁnmemam:wms pr oo to mzke their busizl arr ngements in advence. Such deashs wese
. . were réant to stop the dead From re-incad nating with the same baddsstiny  ~ pured in 2 bamboo made coffin znd inside the roor or ouside. The head
+ tocanse soriow once more for the famiy C e L “and fest were exposed, 2s both cnds of the coffin, wess never covered.
- Oue death ‘considered veiy disgraceful o any Ibibio Bousehold w3 2 pegple yiduld be seen cyring and mouming and wishing him safe rebam
| 1., thatofdying by sufcide. This fvpe of death was dreaded and taken serously . . Lghacain. . B R
-in dbbiokand., The mystery, bokind the dewth was discovered dhwough = 7 4 dead Gl womats Houschold untensils - pots, plates, cutlerys, €1c,
©diviration and after that the body was baurnt. This treatment wes 10 SEIVE . ere buried along with her. She needed such pots, etc: in order o be able

< I
e e e 2

- .
T g # et WS

= "‘:"“"“F’" -l 1052 m emplating death ﬂ;tmugh sudt s Or,:ag ¥ to resume cooking once setrled at obio ekpo; to prevent her from stasving.
.+ Aso, eertain sacrifices were offered by the family to prevent 3 FECCUTIENCE, . " For the man, 2 small hixt - womo' - was grected near the grave. In the hut,
xe The daa'd wm‘d certaily re-mcarnate i bester form and desutiny, sipe " were handy propesty the man could easily require to stan life in obio -
sy Amﬂf: B’gl Vb@d}fg&l’a g %t;ﬁed by ise, adu 1ta1;v , :all ince ¢kpo. Such a man tock ‘his own time to fe-incamate for it was known that |
e e e e e iy o Wi ey har pesplz = in his priouz conie v
heinous. There was a spirit that ook vengeance against the adulterers - by would be: nepeswiy here to contrast the EAMAZE 7 5 ¢ 4 day &
o e was 3 spinit domk VEAGOARcE RER T : the matured dead with that of the child. A dead child that was 2 day to
calied Elpo Nka Owo™. e e msst bonliss | 2bout 2 week old was wrapped with banana Lreves end put in 2 pot. A
_ M married woman commitzed adultery with 3 man, e TuSt COR =5 folo was made at the botiom of the poz; while the pot was placed inside an
quickly before the spirit would arrest and kill her. if she diecl of adultery,  auhill, The meaning of all thase was “hat the child had been rejected but

the ekpo masquerade came at night fo camy the body away, with no
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- Was wished 2 s;:»wd\ return with beuer destiny. The banana !e_»es were
significant in the sease that culmurally the litdle banana cught not 10 dre
before its mother. The pot stood in for the request for the potter (gods) to
remake the child while the anthill stood for consistency whereby 2 child

- would always come as a child and not as another thing. Syinpathisers
were closely monitored during such rites in order to prevent any foul play
on the family. For iastance, if an enemy tied two separate p.ams together

- 2cr08s the path to the buria! site, the child was blocked from coming back.

Some children however, were at tinis refected in their famibies outrighty:.
If 2 panticular child was observed to have come and gone several times
(re-incamation) as a child. such 2 dead body (child) would be dissected
and buried. The burial of the dismembered pants was to prevent it from
coming back again. If a child of about a year old died, it was buried in the
bush in 2 coffin madz of plantain stem. It was wished 5peed\ re-incamation

but reminded tha: like. plantzin, #t should not die again earlier than its

parents. There were voung-boys 2nd girls"who died af the prime e of their
lives {between 20 and 40 vears). They wese evil and heartaches 1o their
pareats, They died mysteriously. Some of them were very rich’ Their

- ghosts were believed to be hovering: around for their property. in Ikot '

Ukap ye [treto Nisit and th»zr neighbours, such dead were bumnt to ashes as
] lcsson to others .

d s e L N e e

: Com:luuon » g '
- -=The Pibio. like other cthmc groups in N:gcna, ‘have their'societal goals
- iu life, Which evers member strives to achieve. Every body’is encouraged
1o be 0r¢rl\ marrv. reproduce, accumulate wealth and obtain/attain the
hugthest file: of the land and dic-at old 2ge. Justice demands thaz anvons
who penerts these socivial goals, ‘through anii-social behaviour such as
. adultery, fornication. steiling: carly deaths, dcath from curses, etc. etc., be

pumshed whether alive or dead. as 2 lcsson 1o others.

The Ibibio mortuary ritcs are occasions for rewarding the . who

Enlfilled their destiny on carih: d:shonounng ithose who fough: agzinst the

nohle goals of the socicty and encourage thosc uho Were'on €ourse but

sama 4

could not fulfi} therr destiny. .
Certain changus have however mkcn place of reccnt within the Ibibio

mortuary ntes - 2s a result of the accepiance of the chirsitan dectrines by
many Ibibio leaders and the need 10 respect the fundamental m:: rights -
of people as enshrined in the constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria and as emphasized by the Unrnied Nations Organizations. For_
those families that embrace christiznity, the death of childrzn, pregnant®
mothers, vouths, etc. are regarded as the work of the devil. They bury
such dead with coffin and request God Almighty to grant them the foriitude
10 bear the irreparable loss. Even those who insist on the Ibibio culral
methods of disposing such dead are gradually succum bx._g io0 modem
ways of burying the dead around the homes or cenetercs in 2 well madc
coffin. 0

On the burial of 2 dead chizf along with some slaves, sorangers and the
chief's favourite wife (wives), the govemment now protects the fimdamental

human rights of every citizen mcludmg, ,T1ghts 10 life. Besides, no person

——-nowadays would 2llow his mo nother, niece, daughter to be buried along with

2 dead simply because she was 2 beloved wife. For those who insist on the
fulfilment of the traditional mortuary rite, and who believe that anguarded
strangers could be captured for such rites, they would be charged for
murder if appr&endbd for such an act vdnch is now a crimurz! offence

. aunder the Rule of Law in Nigeria. .

The treatments given to the dcad as c‘ccmphﬁed bx dlscnm::n._mn or
prcfcreﬂual burial rites have gone a long way in helping te instnute order
in the Ibibio society. People follow the forms and values réligiously in
order to live w e‘! and long - for the ﬁna] rcspect of 2 man is determined by

his mortuary nte:s

._':-3
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